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COVID-19: Surge Triggers Code Red for Cuyahoga County     

On Thursday, Ohio recorded nearly 2,200 coronavirus cases, 
setting a new record for the number of people testing 
positive in a single day.   

The Ohio Department of Health is also reporting an upward 
trend of hospitalizations due to COVID-19.    

Twenty-nine of the 88 counties in the state are Level 3, Code Red.  That means 65% 
of Ohioans are living in red counties.  Gov. DeWine reported that schools are doing a 
good job, but local health commissioners report seeing less and less mask 
compliance, especially when people are out with family or friends at social 
gatherings. 

Infectious disease experts report that social distancing, wearing a mask, and hand 

hygiene will collectively protect people from the coronavirus and other communicable 

diseases like the norovirus.   Experts say the more virus droplets you get into your 

body, the more severe your case is likely to be.    

It is not the time to be complacent.  This year we are dealing with the dual threats of 

COVID-19 and influenza.  We have to wait for a coronavirus vaccine, but flu shots are 

available now.   I encourage everyone to get a flu vaccine as soon as possible and 

reduce your chances of becoming a “twindemic” patient.  

The Cuyahoga County Board of Health will be hosting a Drive-Through Flu and 

Childhood Immunization event next Tuesday, October 20, 2020 from 4:30 – 7:00 PM 

at the Independence Fire Station.   

If you have insurance, please bring your card.  Everyone is required to wear a mask. 

Drive-up appointments welcome, but registration is appreciated.  Text your name and 

date of birth to 216.406.2345 to register.      

Let’s protect ourselves and our community to prevent a more significant outbreak that 

could lead to curfews and more severe restrictions.   
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City’s Credit Rating  

 

Moody’s Investment reaffirmed the City of Independence’s bond rating is Aa1.  That is 
the second-highest credit rating among 21 that Moody’s issue.  In part, Moody’s 
reported:  
 

 “The city's financial profile will remain sound because of balanced 

operations, a resilient income tax base and substantial revenue-raising 

flexibility. Over each of the last five audited fiscal years, the city has closed 

with materially sized general fund operating surpluses ranging from 

$400,000 to $5 million while also making large transfers out for capital 

improvements.” 

 
During these turbulent times, this high rating and recognition of the City’s smart and 

strategic financial management are what sets us apart from other communities.  

 

Welcome Garland Industries 

 

After 101 years in Cleveland, Garland Industries has moved its headquarters to 
Independence.   

Garland is celebrating its 125th anniversary this year as a leader in the commercial 

building industry.  They have grown to a family of 20 companies collectively 

employing more than 1,300 people across the U.S., Canada, and the United Kingdom 

and sell products to more than 40 countries. 

 

On Wednesday, October 14, Dick DeBacco, former 

CEO and current Vice President, and Bill Oley, Vice 

President, cut the ribbon to celebrate their new 

offices overlooking Rockside Road.  

 

In 2004, Garland became one of the country's first 
employee-owned operations and now ranks as a 
top-five ESOP.   

This year Garland received the NorthCoast 99 
award for the twenty-first consecutive year as one 
of the best places to work in Northeast Ohio. For 
the ninth consecutive year, it was recognized as 
one of Northeast Ohio’s Top Workplaces by 
Cleveland’s Plain Dealer, who surveyed employees. 

Charitable initiatives are also part of the Garland 
mission.  On behalf of the entire City, welcome to 
Independence.  

Top:  Economic Development Director Jessica Hyser 
and David Sokol, President & CEO, Garland Industries.  
Middle: Dick DeBacco, VP and Bill Oley, VP.   
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2020 Small Business Survey 

 

The City of Independence is known for being pro-business.  We work closely with all 

our stakeholders to provide the support and services they need.  

The City has partnered with Cuyahoga County, the City of Cleveland, and a strong 

coalition of community organizations serving small businesses.  We want to learn more 

about local small businesses' needs, including digitization, automation, financial, and 

health and hygiene considerations specific to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

We invite all small business owners to complete the 2020 Cuyahoga County Small 

Business Survey and share it with others in their networks.  The survey is open until 

next Friday, October 23.  Here’s the link to the online survey:   

We hope to get the widest breadth of responses possible, including responses from 

business owners who may speak a language other than English.   We have partnered 

with Global Cleveland to provide translation services for a variety of languages. If you 

or someone you know needs translation services to complete the survey, please 

contact Global Cleveland at www.globalcleveland.org, or call 216-472-3282. 

 

City Council Approved 

On Tuesday, October 13, City Council unanimously approved an updated sign 

ordinance that will take affect December 1.  

The original draft was prepared last March before COVID-19. It was further reviewed 

and modified over the past few months to incorporate the Supreme Court ruling in the 

case of Reed vs. Gilbert.    

The ordinance clarifies the different standards for permanent and temporary signs, 

which vary depending on the zoning district.  The comprehensive legislation does not 

regulate the content of signs; it reinforces existing regulations and establishes specific 

limitations on the type, design, size, location, motion, illumination, and maintenance of 

all signs in the City.    

 

 

Medicare Seminar  

I want to thank Jim Langan, a Medicare counselor from OSHIIP 

for the very informative “Welcome to Medicare” seminar he 

presented on the City’s Facebook page this week.   

Jim explained how Medicare works, the benefits, and the 

available coverage options to cover care gaps.   If you missed it, 

you can watch it on the City’s YouTube channel.  

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CuyahogaBusiness2020
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globalcleveland.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckwilliams%40clevelandnp.org%7Cab21e06f0f854105fafd08d866fc354c%7C002588e992d74544915f60b489880691%7C0%7C0%7C637372580712361838&sdata=I1ZRIpa7UPc%2FTyfVyoxJPsKTKbVkw%2FVxii%2BTPg77F1U%3D&reserved=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mtsu.edu%2ffirst-amendment%2farticle%2f1472%2freed-v-town-of-gilbert&c=E,1,NAmloVynqtBlJnm6MNtqtiGL1-fHvhdSLC5i6FvMto7tDh7xAqtoiGNv4TtP1RIYnmAS_WlVLLXQ4RmP9fk-C-vtbZKhS7i58yrqfTZU&typo=1
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Girls Golf High School Tournaments 

Congratulations to the Independence High School Girls Golf team for making it to the 

2020 Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) Tournament in Columbus.   

Hillary Esper, Emma Konopa, Allison Ksiazka, Molly McGreal, Reese Vilcheck and 

Morgan Pascarella will be competing this weekend at Ohio State University.    

On Thursday, the Independence High School band, classmates and students from 

Independence Middle School, and family cheered the team before they left for 

Columbus.    

It’s a return trip to Columbus for Morgan who was part of the schools 2017 state 

championship team! 

 



 

WTAM Thanks Police  

 

WTAM Radio Host Mike Trivisonno provided 

lunch for the Independence Police Department 

on Monday, October 12.  He and Dave Mortach 

of Mortach Financial have been sponsoring food 

trucks at numerous local police stations to show 

support for our safety forces.  

Radio personality Julie Holiday who presents 

the news during the Trivisonno Show sang the 

“Star, Spangled Banner.”  

 

 

First Lady Lyn and I were proud to accept one of custom-made, hand-carved, wooden 

flags by Joe Burdick of Joe Burdick Custom Flags.  Joe creates and donates these flags 

to give back to police departments.   One flag is on display at City Hall and the 

other was presented to the Police Department.  

 

Public Health Alert  

Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner Dr. Thomas Gilson issued a public health alert this 

week after Cuyahoga County suffered at least 19 suspected overdose deaths in one 

week including 11 deaths over the holiday weekend..  If you or someone you know 

needs help, please contact the Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Services 

Board of Cuyahoga County.  They provide a 24-hour crisis hotline at 216-623-6888.   

 

 

https://www.burdickflags.com/products


Rockin Robots 

More than 50 families enjoyed last Friday’s Rockin’ Night Out at Elmwood Park.  The 
Rockin’ Robots put on a high-energy light and music show, and afterward, the movie 
“Robots” was shown.  Thanks to everyone who masked up and practiced social 
distancing.  It was a memorable fall family event! 

 

If someone forwarded this to you and you would like to receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update 
every Friday, please send your email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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